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as guides in any capacity to the troops. The ruse
passed without comment; and, emboldened by initial
success, the Port Said Command published a second
prohibiting the exposure and sale of obscene photo-
graphs. But the Judge Advocate at General Head-
quarters was not asleep. He regarded with disfavour
procedure which sought to evade legal authority.
Whispers had reached his ears that Port Said was not
over-scrupulous in its methods of obtaining evidence,
and the new proclamation was ordered to be with-
drawn.1

But despite all efforts the incidence of venereal
disease admittedly contracted in Port Said still
remained high. It was not practicable completely
to picquet Arab Town, nor possible to arrest every
tout who deliberately pursued his hazardous trade.
The troops continued to frequent the quarter, and
the hospitals to be filled with victims. The situa-
tion seemed despairing when a medical officer boldly
advised the trial of prophylactic measures.2 To
encourage men openly to make use of early treatment,
and yet forbid them under pain of punishment to
consort with women, seemed highly illogical. Yet, if
science gave immunity from disease, it were better to
accept the inconsistency than helplessly watch the
incidence increase. The doubt lay whether pro-
phylaxis was as efficacious as its advocates claimed.
Superior authority oifered no guidance upon the
point: and local commanders were left to grope for

1  When General Head-quarters moved into Palestine the Judge
Advocate-General accompanied them, and relaxed his critical review
of legal procedure in the Canal Zone.    Subordinate commanders
issued local proclamations with a good deal of freedom.   Port Said, in
practice, was governed almost entirely by this expedient.     Thus
between 1917 and 1919 no less than 50 proclamations addressed to the
public were issued by the military authority in that area.

2  Colonel Sir James Barrett, K.B.E., R.A.M.C, Australian Imperial
Forces.   The measures at Port Said were exceedingly successful.